Ballymoney Community Forum

Minutes of meeting held on Wednesday 14 September 2011.

Attendance: 

Anne Ramsey

Inspector David Anderson
Sgt David Moore

Christine Curry

Constable Syd Henry

Gerard Dowds



Gerry Doran

Lee Millen 


Jonny Donaghy

Mary Kelly

Christy O’Neill


Gilbert Craig 



In Attendance: Amanda McCauley, Causeway Rural and Urban Network

1. Apologies

Jim Doherty, Helen McKeown 

2. Welcome

David Anderson welcomed everyone to the meeting and invited Jonny Donaghy to Chair the meeting.

3. Minutes of Meeting

Minutes of meeting held on 8 June 2011 were agreed.

4. Causeway Rural and Urban Network – Impact of Alcohol

The chair thanked Amanda for coming and invited her to make her presentation. 

Amanda gave a presentation which covered the following areas: -Targeting Education & Prevention Programme, Alcohol as a drug, Health Inequalities and Impact of Alcohol on individual & society as a whole. 

A discussion followed about the cost of policing in the Borough and crime statistics as a result of alcohol abuse. 

After a question and answer session members were informed about the various training options open to them to address the problem of alcohol in their areas. Community leaders could avail of training or training could be set up for a specific group of young people. 

Members received information on funding and on useful initiatives that members may wish to take back to their communities.

5. Matters Arising

Sight lines at Ballybrakes Industrial Estate was discussed. PSNI informed the meeting that people were exiting the site with caution. The committee felt that as there was no collision history no further action could be taken on this matter and indeed there is a chance that to change the topography could  contribute to future collisions.  The site will continue to be monitored by Roads Service and PSNI.

A brief discussion about the bon fire presentation took place with some members having concerns about illegal dumping and the mess left over by the fires.
6. Policing Issues

The main issues around the Borough area were as follows:- 

Dunloy – ‘Boy racers’ around the village particularly Bridge Road and parking/congestion problems in centre of village between 8.30 and 9am. Although not a policing issue, dog fouling was raised and DPP Manager agreed to report it back to Council.

Stranocum – Broken windows in the new Community Centre and young people entering private property without permission.

Rasharkin – mainly issues surrounding parades

Glebeside – some residents concerned about youths wearing Hoodies hanging around an entry at Trinity Drive.

PSNI – There will be a focus on rural crime over next few months. There was a request for people to secure properties and to take copper out of houses that were unoccupied. Members were asked to report anything suspicious eg the registration number of any unfamiliar van,s especially during hours of darkness. 

7. AOB

Members were informed of a funding initiative by Roads Service to help promote Road Safety.  Various potential initiatives were discussed to address safety of motorcyclists, cyclists, pedestrians and young drivers. Anyone interested in progressing an initiative should contact David Anderson. Members were also encouraged to promote this amongst their respective groups.  PSNI outlined some of the recent Road Safety projects in the Ballymoney area including a pending initiative to promote cycle safety by rewarding persons seen wearing cycle helmets. handing   

It was agreed to invite someone to speak on drugs at next meeting. 
8. Date of Next Meeting

The next meeting will be held on Wednesday 11 January 2011 at 7.30pm in Ballymoney Town Hall.

