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NORTH DOWN NEIGHBOURHOOD NEWS

PROTECTING YOUR OIL     
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    NORTH DOWN NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH:  Help us to help you

  PSNI FACEBOOK: Bangor and Holywood
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SCHOOL WATCH

 NORTH DOWN RETAILERS AGAINST CRIME BUSINESS TEXT ALERT

B.A.N.D scheme – (Bangor Against Night-time disorder)
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Oil Thefts – What you can do to stop


Thieves from dipping your tank.





North Down Neighbourhood Watch – Help us to help you.





PSNI Bangor Face book - keep yourself up to date with this award winning social network site. 








School Watch – Keeping our schools safe.





North Down Retailers against crime Text Alert








B.A.N.D - Bangor Against Night-time Disorder. 


























Thefts of Oil and diesel fuel have been a problem for many years.  We see a rise in this type of crime when the price of Crude Oil increases.  A rise in the price of fuel at the petrol pump inevitably leads to a rise in the cost of heating oil.  This makes Oil a more attractive proposition for the thief and they are now actively targeting fuel tanks at Farms, Transport Depots and Domestic properties.  The thief may be using the oil for their own heating or selling it on for a handsome profit. Oil tanks now contain hundreds if not thousands of pounds worth of oil and it therefore makes good sense to take a few precautions to protect them.  So what can be done to make life more difficult for the thief?





OFTEC (The Oil Firing Technical Association for the petroleum industry) offer advice on the use and storage of Oil on premises.  They can be reached at:  � HYPERLINK "http://www.oftec.org" ��www.oftec.org� or by calling 0845 6585 080. There are also many practical things you may wish to consider, such as the position of the tank, whether it is in view of the road and whether it can be seen from the house.  This in itself may be enough to deter a potential thief.  Padlocks are also a good investment although it is worthy of note that the thief will usually come equipped with a limited range of tools to attack your tank, so its worth considering a good quality lock.  Close shackle locks show less of the metal hoop (shackle) and offer more resistance to the proverbial “bolt cropper”.  





Remote electronic oil level gauges are now available which will set off an audible alarm if the oil level suddenly drops         below a certain point.  There are a number of versions available and prices can range from £70 - £100.  Ask your oil supplier for further details.  Security lights can also make a property a much harder target for the thief.  Low energy dusk till dawn lights positioned close to the tank should in most cases suffice.  Defensive planting is another method, where thorny bushes are purposely planted to deter any thieves as they know any trace of blood or shred of clothing can assist police to identify them.





Another method is to build a wall or metal grill around the tank.  One product that has just become available is called, “Tank Guard”, which is a metal box that surrounds the tank that has access points to replenish fuel but is also anchored to a concrete base.  This usually costs less than a tank of oil and will last many years.





For further Crime Prevention advice, please feel free to give your local officer a phone or email.  If we don’t know, we have a specially trained Crime Prevention Officer within the district that does.











Neighbourhood watch is an initiative especially created to help you protect yourself and your property and to reduce the fear of crime in your neighbourhood.  Neighbourhood watch is quite simply one of the largest crime prevention initiatives there is and you can be a part of it by helping us to help you cut crime in your local community. The scheme is a method of creating close liaison between households in your neighbourhood and statuary bodies such as the Police and District Council.





North Down is a well established Neighbourhood watch area, which at 38 schemes.    This number is continually rising with more neighbourhoods joining.  As a neighbourhood watch co-ordinator, you will have regular contact with police regarding crime in your area and be invited to regular meetings together with other co-ordinators where you can share experiences and receive training and information on how you can help make a positive impact on protecting your neighbourhood.  Interested?





Why not find out more about becoming a Neighbourhood watch co-ordinator by contacting your local Neighbourhood Police Officer or by contacting the Community Safety office at North Down District Council on 028 91270371.











The use of social media was introduced into the PSNI by Holywood NPT and has quickly become so popular that it is being rolled out across the province.  An example of the popularity of this was highlighted this year when’ Bangor PSNI face book’ site won Category 4 in the Social Media Awards – Best use of Social Media by a cross community group.  The site has become an open forum for the public to keep in touch with their local Police by use of social media. They are able to ask questions relating to incidents ongoing in their respective areas and in turn are updated in real time by officers monitoring the site. PSNI have been able to make appeals for information in relation to crime in their area and in return local residents have been able to post queries or concerns they have about incidents in their community.  It has been found that by giving feedback to people who take time to post such concerns, it encourages those linked to the site to report matters or come forward with information to Police.  To date PSNI Bangor have 12736 ‘friends’ linked to their site and PSNI Holywood have 4528.  








We are all feeling the current large scale cut backs and our public services are no exception.  Our schools have ever smaller budgets to educate our children and we all need to help safe guard what they have.  Children will be just longing for their schools to empty and the term break to begin.  However others will be longing to break in and steal from our children’s education.  Every window broken or item of equipment taken will have an impact on our children’s education.





With School Watch, we can all play a part at stopping this.  If you see anyone or anything suspicious in school grounds after school hours or during school holidays, please tell us right away by telephoning 0845 600 8000 or in an Emergency 999.











Text Alert is a new service that enables North Down PSNI to notify you quickly against crimes that may affect local businesses.  It is a free service open to all businesses in North Down.  Crimes affecting businesses account for a significant percentage of all recorded crime.  Text Alert aims to reduce crime affecting business in our town at no extra cost to retailers.  With Text Alert the Police can send timely and actionable crime alerts to the devices of all registered local businesses informing them of what has happened or likely to happen in an effort to tackle crime before it happens.  An example of this may be if there is a shoplifting team operating in the area, then PSNI can send out a text alert to businesses with such information including descriptions/vehicles etc in order to make retailers aware.








 The BAND (Bangor Against Night-time Disorder) scheme was launched in April 2008 and uses a publicans established civil law right to restrict entry to their premises to persons they do not wish to serve alcohol.  Publicans are uniting to socially exclude trouble makers convicted of assaults, anti-social behaviour and criminal damage.  Since its launch over 38 people have been BAND from participating premises, highlighting that Bangor Town Centre no longer has the negative image attached during the 1990’s. 


Under the scheme publicans will vote to serve ‘exclusion orders’ on individuals convicted of a range of offences in and around the town centre pubs.  These people will then receive an order from the PSNI advising them that they have been banned from all town centre licensed premises for a period as decided by a collective group of publicans. This could mean a ban of up to three years. A breach of the exclusion order will lead to an ASBO being served.  This in turn creates a record of the behaviour that will be reported to the magistrate. 











