Down District Midnight Street Soccer Programme

Aim

To deliver the first Midnight Street Soccer Programme throughout Down District over an eight week period starting in January 2012 and finishing at the end of March 2012. This youth intervention programme will aim to provide a diversionary programme for a large number of young people with particular focus on young people most at risk. This programme will specifically target areas that have been affected by crime, fear of crime and anti-social behaviour. The programme will employ a partnership approach, working with agencies that can identify those youths most at risk and targeting areas at most need of intervention. This will create a sustainable skills based programme that will have a positive impact for years to come.

Brief Description of the Project

Midnight Street Soccer is a community based football project that addresses anti- social behaviour and good relations. The project provides a valuable alternative for young people aged 13 to 17 during the weekend from 9pm to 11pm, times when communities are extremely vulnerable to anti-social behaviour and crime. Participants from variety religions, social economic backgrounds will be taking part in the project. Youths will be drawn from a variety of sources including schools, communities, community/youth organisations and from outreach work carried out with young people in local communities. The project also includes educational workshops for young people to create opportunities for inclusion, provide experiences of cultural diversity, address anti-social behaviour and community safety issues and to challenge existing stereotypes that inhibit cross community participation in Northern Ireland.

Target Areas

	Location
	Venue
	Day
	Time

	Ballyhornan
	Family Centre
	Friday
	21.00pm - 23.00pm

	Castlewellan
	Community Centre, Circular Road
	Friday
	20.30pm - 22.30pm

	Crossgar
	St Colmcilles' High School
	Friday
	20.00pm - 22.00pm

	Killyleagh
	Bridge Centre
	Friday
	9.30pm – 11.30pm

	Newcastle
	Donard Park
	Friday
	20.00pm - 22.00pm

	Saintfield
	AYC Youth Club
	Saturday
	20.00pm - 22.00pm



	Ballynahinch
	St. Colman's High School
	Saturday
	21.00pm – 

23.00pm

	Ardglass
	Community Centre
	Saturday
	20.00pm - 22.00pm

	Clough
	Cumran Primary School
	Saturday
	20.00pm - 22.00pm


Partnership Approach
The success of the programme will require a partnership approach and referrals from partnership agencies will ensure we are targeting young people at risk.
