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Executive Summary 
 
• Between 1st January 2001 and 31st December 2005 there were 144 pedestrians 

killed as a result of road traffic collisions.  These pedestrian fatalities accounted for 
approximately one in five (19.7%) of all road traffic fatalities during this period. 

 
• At 1.6 fatalities per 100,000 population, Northern Ireland had the highest rate of 

pedestrian fatalities in the UK in 2003*. 
 
• The number of pedestrians seriously injured between 2001 and 2005 totalled 

1,100; however there has been a downward trend in the number of pedestrians 
seriously injured on Northern Ireland roads over the last 5 years. 

 
• There were 23 child pedestrians killed and 405 seriously injured as a result of 

road traffic collisions between 2001 and 2005. 
 
• Just under two in every three (64.3%) of the pedestrians killed or seriously 

injured between 2001 and 2005 was male.  Young male pedestrians are much 
more likely to be killed or seriously injured, for example, males aged under 16 
account for 12.1% of the NI population yet constitute 22.1% of pedestrians 
killed or seriously injured. 

 
• Female pedestrians aged 65 and over were also more likely to be killed or 

seriously injured accounting for 7.8% of the population and 9.5% of those 
pedestrians killed or seriously injured. 

 
• The number of pedestrian KSI casualties is highest in DCUs covering major 

towns and cities, with the highest number of KSI casualties occurring in North 
Belfast DCU (117 KSI Casualties). 

 
• Between 2001 and 2005 there were 18 pedestrian KSI casualties over a 

4.53km stretch of the Antrim Road.  Also in North Belfast DCU, a 1.04km 
stretch of the Shankill Rd had 12 pedestrian KSI casualties during this period, 
giving it an extremely high rate of pedestrian KSI casualties per km (11.5). 

 
• The majority of pedestrian KSI casualties (70.7%) resulted from collisions that 

the pedestrian themselves were deemed to have caused.  In terms of the 
specific causation factors, approximately one third (31.1%) of pedestrian KSI 
casualties were due to ‘Heedless of traffic crossing carriageway’ followed by 
13.1% due to ‘Alcohol/drugs – pedestrian’ and 11.0% due to ‘Walk/run 
movement masked’. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
*Source: International Road Traffic and Accident Database 
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Road Traffic Collision (RTC) Casualties Killed or Seriously Injured (KSI) by Casualty Type: 
2001 – 2005 
Approximately one in five (19.7%) road traffic fatalities between 2001 and 2005 were pedestrians.  
Drivers of motor vehicles were the most common group of road user killed on Northern Ireland 
roads, accounting for more than two-fifths (42.5%) of fatalities during the five-year period.  
Passengers of motor vehicles accounted for just under a quarter (23.8%) of fatalities. 
 
Table 1 below shows that one in six (16.6%) of those killed or seriously injured (KSI) as a result of 
road traffic collisions were pedestrians and it is this group of casualties that this report will 
concentrate on. 
 
Table 1: RTC Casualties by Casualty Type and Severity of Injury: 2001-2005 

 Killed 
Seriously 

Injured 
Killed/ Seriously 

Injured (KSI) 
  %  %  % 
Pedestrians 144 19.7% 1,100 16.3% 1,244 16.6% 
Drivers of Motor Vehicles 310 42.5% 2,921 43.3% 3,231 43.2% 
Passengers in Motor Vehicles 174 23.8% 1,778 26.3% 1,952 26.1% 
Motorcyclists 86 11.8% 747 11.1% 833 11.1% 
Pillion Passengers 3 0.4% 48 0.7% 51 0.7% 
Pedal Cyclists 13 1.8% 158 2.3% 171 2.3% 
Total 730 100.0% 6,752 100.0% 7,482 100.0%
 
 
Pedestrian KSI Casualties: 5-year trend 
During the period 1st January 2001 to 31st December 2005 there were 144 pedestrians killed as a 
result of road traffic collisions.  The number of pedestrians seriously injured for this period totalled 
1,100.  Over the course of the last five years there has been a downward trend in the number of 
pedestrians killed or seriously injured on Northern Ireland roads, from 300 in 2001 to 204 in 2005.  
This represents a reduction of 32.0% over the five-year period.  It should be noted however that the 
number of pedestrian fatalities has remained relatively constant over this period (Figure 1). 
 
Figure 1: Pedestrian Fatal and Serious Casualties: 2001 – 2005 
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Child Pedestrian KSI Casualties: 5-year trend 
There were 23 child pedestrians killed and 405 seriously injured as a result of road traffic collisions 
between 2001 and 2005.    Figure 2 shows that there has been a steady decline in the number of 
child pedestrians killed or seriously injured on Northern Ireland roads, from 113 in 2001 to 63 in 
2005.  This represents a reduction of 44.2% over the five-year period. 
 
Figure 2: Child Pedestrian Fatal and Serious Casualties: 2001 – 2005 
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Pedestrian KSI Casualties by Age and Gender: 2001 - 2005 
Just under two in every three (64.3%) of the pedestrians killed or seriously injured between 2001 
and 2005 was male.  Table 2 shows that young male pedestrians are much more likely to be killed 
or seriously injured, for example, males aged under 16 account for 12.1% of the NI population yet 
constitute 22.1% of pedestrians killed or seriously injured.  Similarly, males aged 16 to 24 years 
account for 6.3% of the population yet constitute 12.9% of pedestrians killed or seriously injured. 
Female pedestrians aged 65 and over were also more likely to be killed or seriously injured 
accounting for 7.8% of the population and 9.5% of those pedestrians killed or seriously injured. 
 
Table 2: Pedestrian RTC Casualties by Age and Gender: 2001-2005 
 
 Male  Female  Total 

 
% 

Population* 
No of KSI 
Casualties %  

% 
Population* 

No of KSI 
Casualties %  

% 
Population* 

No of KSI 
Casualties % 

Under 16 12.1% 275 22.1%  11.5% 153 12.3%  23.6% 428 34.4% 
16 – 24 6.3% 161 12.9%  6.2% 58 4.7%  12.5% 219 17.6% 
25 – 34 7.1% 85 6.8%  7.3% 36 2.9%  14.4% 121 9.7% 
35 – 44 7.2% 78 6.3%  7.5% 30 2.4%  14.7% 108 8.7% 
45 – 54 5.9% 70 5.6%  6.0% 14 1.1%  11.9% 84 6.8% 
55 – 64 4.7% 50 4.0%  4.9% 35 2.8%  9.6% 85 6.8% 
65+ 5.4% 81 6.5%  7.8% 118 9.5%  13.3% 199 16.0% 
Total 48.7% 800 64.3%  51.3% 444 35.7%  100.0% 1,244 100.0% 
*Population figures are taken from the 2001 Census 
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Location of Pedestrian KSI Collisions: 2001 – 2005 
Between 2001 and 2005 there were 1,202 road traffic collisions that resulted in a fatal or serious 
injury to pedestrians.  The vast majority of these collisions (97.2%) resulted in an injury to one 
pedestrian with the remaining 2.8% of collisions resulting in a fatal or serious injury to 2 or more 
pedestrians.  Table 3 below shows the number of KSI Collisions and resultant casualties by District 
Command Unit.  It can be seen from the table that the number of pedestrian KSI casualties is 
highest in DCUs covering major towns and cities, with the highest number of casualties occurring in 
North Belfast DCU (117 KSI Casualties).  Taking the population of DCUs into account, Figure 4 
overleaf shows that the rate of pedestrian KSI casualties per 10,000 population was highest in the 4 
Belfast DCUs, Cookstown, Craigavon and Moyle. 
 
Table 3: Pedestrian KSI Collisions and Casualties by District Command Unit: 2001-2005 

District 
Command 
Unit 

No of KSI 
Collisions 

No of KSI 
Casualties 

KSI 
Casualties 
per 10,000 

population* 
District 
Command Unit 

No of KSI 
Collisions 

No of KSI 
Casualties 

KSI 
Casualties 
per 10,000 

population* 

Antrim 28 31 6.41  
Dungannon and 
South Tyrone 26 30 6.28 

Ards 32 33 4.51  Down 39 40 6.27 

Armagh 34 34 6.27  Fermanagh 34 34 5.91 

Banbridge 16 17 4.11  Foyle 77 79 7.52 

East Belfast 74 76 11.09  Larne 17 17 5.51 

North Belfast 111 117 14.10  Limavady 23 23 7.09 

South Belfast 96 99 15.05  Lisburn 75 76 6.99 

West Belfast 101 106 17.65  Magherafelt 24 25 6.28 

Ballymena 28 29 4.95  Moyle 13 13 8.16 

Ballymoney 13 15 5.58  Newtownabbey 36 36 4.50 

Carrickfergus 19 19 5.05  North Down 42 44 5.76 

Coleraine 27 28 4.97  
Newry and 
Mourne 52 54 6.20 

Cookstown 29 30 9.21  Omagh 25 26 5.42 

Craigavon 69 70 8.68  Strabane 17 18 4.71 

Castlereagh 25 25 3.76  NI Total 1,202 1,244 7.38 
*Population figures based on 2001 Population Census 
 
Figure 3: Map showing number of Pedestrian KSI Casualties by District Command Unit: 2001 – 2005 
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Figure 4: Map showing rate of Pedestrian KSI Casualties per 10,000 population*: 2001 – 2005 
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Table 4 below lists some of the roads that have had high levels of pedestrian KSI casualties 
between 2001 and 2005.  The table shows that there were 18 pedestrian KSI casualties over a 
4.53km stretch of the Antrim Road during this period.  Also in North Belfast DCU, a 1.04km stretch 
of the Shankill Rd had 12 pedestrian KSI casualties between 2001 and 2005 giving it an extremely 
high rate of pedestrian KSI casualties per km (11.5). 
 
Table 4: Stretches of Road with a High Rate of Pedestrian KSI Casualties: 2001 -2005 
District 
Command 
Unit Stretch of Road 

Pedestrian 
KSI 

Casualties 

Road 
Length 

(km) 

Pedestrian 
KSI Casualties 

per km 

North Belfast 
Antrim Road between Carlisle Circus and 
Colinton Gardens 18 4.53 4.0 

West Belfast Falls Rd between Divis Street and Glen Road 16 2.81 5.7 

South Belfast 
Ormeau Rd between McClure Street and 
Saintfield Rd 12 2.50 4.8 

North Belfast 
Shankill Rd between Shankill Parade and 
Lanark Way 12 1.04 11.5 

West Belfast 
Andersonstown Rd between Andersonstown 
Park and Finaghy Road North 12 1.58 7.6 

East Belfast 
Upper Newtownards Rd between Holywood 
Road and Knockdene Park 10 2.50 4.0 
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Pedestrian KSI Casualties by Time, Day and Month: 2001 – 2005 
Approximately one in every three (34.4%) of the 1,244 pedestrians killed or seriously injured 
between 2001 and 2005 was aged less than 16 years.  Figure 4 below shows that the majority 
(67.3%) of these resulted from collisions occurring between 2pm and 8pm.  Fewer than one in five 
(76 of the 428 KSI casualties: 17.8%) of those aged less than 16 years were on a journey to or from 
school. 
Those aged 16 and over accounted for two thirds (65.6%) of pedestrians killed or seriously injured 
during the 5-year period.  These resulted from collisions that were fairly evenly spread throughout 
the day, however it is worth noting that collisions between the hours of 10pm and 4am accounted 
for 29.9% of casualties aged 16 and over. 
 
Figure 4: Pedestrian KSI Casualties by Time of Day and Age: 2001 – 2005 
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For those aged less than 16, the number of fatal and seriously injured pedestrians was highest on a 
Friday (18.7%).  Saturday and Sunday were the most common days for pedestrian KSI casualties 
aged 16 and over (18.0% and 17.9% respectively). 
 
Figure 5: Pedestrian KSI Casualties by Day of Week and Age: 2001 – 2005 
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There tended to be more fatal and serious pedestrian casualties aged less than 16 during the spring 
months of April and May and the autumn months of September and October.  However for those 
aged 16 and over, the winter months tended to have the greatest number of pedestrian KSI 
casualties. 
 
Figure 6: Pedestrian KSI Casualties by Month and Age: 2001 – 2005 
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Pedestrian KSI Casualties by Principal Collision Causation Factor: 2001 – 2005 
The majority of pedestrian KSI casualties (70.7%) resulted from collisions that the pedestrian 
themselves were deemed to have caused.  In terms of the specific causation factors, approximately 
one third (31.1%) of pedestrian KSI casualties were due to ‘Heedless of traffic crossing carriageway’ 
followed by 13.1% due to ‘Alcohol/drugs – pedestrian’ and 11.0% due to ‘Walk/run movement 
masked’. ‘Inattention or attention diverted’ was the principal factor for 8.0% of pedestrian KSI 
casualties and is the largest factor where the pedestrian was not responsible for the collision. 
 

Figure 7: Pedestrian KSI Casualties by Principal Collision Causation Factor: 2001 – 2005 
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Focusing solely on child pedestrian KSI casualties, ‘Heedless of traffic crossing carriageway’ 
remained the largest factor (38.3%) followed by ‘Walk/run movement masked’ (22.4%) and ‘Lack of 
supervision/escaping from custody’ (12.9%). 

Figure 8: Child Pedestrian KSI Casualties by Principal Collision Causation Factor: 2001 – 2005 
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Pedestrian KSI Casualties by Pedestrian Movement: 2001 – 2005 
The vast majority of collisions involving a pedestrian occur where there is no pedestrian crossing 
facility within fifty metres (78.5% of KSI collisions).  Collisions that occur when the pedestrian is 
crossing from the drivers near side accounted for more than one in three pedestrians killed or 
seriously injured between 2001 and 2005 (461 casualties, 37.1%).  A slightly lower proportion of 
pedestrian KSI casualties resulted from collisions where the pedestrian is crossing from the drivers 
off side (405 casualties, 32.6%). 
Table 5: Pedestrian KSI Casualties by Pedestrian Movement: 2001-2005 

Pedestrian Movement 
No of KSI 
Casualties % 

Crossing from drivers nearside 343 27.6% 
Crossing from drivers nearside masked by vehicle 118 9.5% 
Crossing from drivers offside 313 25.2% 
Crossing from drivers offside masked by vehicle 92 7.4% 
In carriageway - stationary 78 6.3% 
In carriageway - stationary and masked by vehicle 3 0.2% 
Walking facing traffic 60 4.8% 
Walking back to traffic 77 6.2% 
Not known 160 12.9% 
Total 1,244 100.0% 
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International Comparisons for Pedestrian Fatalities: 2003 
Table 6 shows that, at 1.6 fatalities per 100,000 population, Northern Ireland had the highest 
rate of pedestrian fatalities in the UK in 2003.  The table also shows that, of those countries 
from whom statistics were obtained, only the Republic of Korea had a worse rate of child 
pedestrian deaths per 100,000 population in 2003.  It should be noted though that, due to the 
small numbers of child pedestrian fatalities involved, this rate would change quite substantially 
with a very slight change in the number of child fatalities.  For example, the rate of child 
pedestrian deaths per 100,000 population in Northern Ireland fell to 0.8 in 2004. 
 
Table 6: Pedestrian Fatalities by Country: 2003 

  
Number of 

pedestrian deaths2

Pedestrian deaths 
per 100,000 
population 

Child* pedestrian 
(aged 0-14) deaths per 

100,000 population  
England 677 1.4 0.6 
Wales 34 1.2 0.9 
Scotland 63 1.2 0.6 
Great Britain 774 1.3 0.6 
Northern Ireland 28 1.6 1.9 
United Kingdom 802 1.3 0.6 
    

Austria 132 1.6 0.5 
Belgium 3 158 1.5 0.9 
Denmark 49 0.9 0.3 
Finland 59 1.1 0.8 
France 626 1.0 0.5 
Germany 812 1.0 0.4 
Greece 4 375 3.6 0.9 
Irish Republic 64 1.6 0.8 
Italy  762 1.3 0.6 
Luxembourg 7 1.6    1.2 4 
Netherlands 97 0.6 0.6 
Portugal 280 2.7 1.3 
Spain 787 1.9 0.6 
Sweden 55 0.6 0.3 
    

Czech Republic 290 2.8 1.2 
Hungary 299 2.9 0.6 
Norway 33 0.7 0.9 
Poland 1,878 4.9 1.6 
Switzerland 91 1.2 0.8 
    
Australia 232 1.2 0.5 
Canada 379 1.2 0.5 
Iceland 3 1.0 0.0 
Japan 2,739 2.1 0.6 
New Zealand 58 1.4 1.1 
Republic of Korea 2,896 6.0 2.8 
USA 4,749 1.6 0.6 
 
1 Source: International Road Traffic and Accident Database (OECD). 
2 In accordance with the commonly agreed international definition, most countries define a fatality as one being due to a 
road accident where death occurs within 30 days of the accident. The official road accident statistics of some countries 
however, limit the fatalities to those occurring within shorter periods after the accident. Numbers of deaths and death 
rates in the above table have been adjusted according to the factors used by the Economic Commission for Europe and 
the European Conference of Ministers of Transport, to represent standardised 30-day deaths: Italy (7 days) +8%; France (6 
days) +5.7%; Portugal (1 day) +14%; Republic of Korea (3 days) +15%. 
3 2001 data. 
4 2000 data. 
*In this table children are defined as those aged 14 years and under.  The rest of this report defines  
children as those aged 15 years and under. 
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