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Foreword

This report provides a statistical summary of injury road traffic collisions (RTCs)
reported to the police during the period 1st January to 31st December 2007. The
focus of the report is on casualties and collisions where persons have been killed or
seriously injured (KSI), reflecting the target in the Northern Ireland Road Safety
Strategy1 to reduce by a third the number of people killed or seriously injured on
Northern Ireland’s roads and to reduce by 50% the number of children killed or
seriously injured by 2012.

For further information about Northern Ireland injury road traffic collision statistics
contact:

Central Statistics Unit,
PSNI Lisnasharragh,
42 Montgomery Road,
Belfast.
BT6 9LD.
Tel:028 9065 0222 ext 24857
Fax:028 90922998
E-mail: statistics@psni.police.uk
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1 Northern Ireland Road Safety Strategy 2002 – 2012, Published by Department of the
Environment 2002
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1.0 Introduction and Executive Summary

The Northern Ireland Road Safety Strategy aims to reduce by one third the
number of deaths or serious injuries on Northern Ireland’s roads each year,
from the 1996 - 2000 average of 1,750, to fewer than 1,200 by 2012. The
Strategy also aims to reduce by 50% the number of children killed or
seriously injured from the 1996 - 2000 average of 250, to fewer than 125 by
2012.

Between 1998 and 2007 the number of casualties killed or seriously injured
(KSI) fell from 1,698 to 1,210. However, despite this downward trend
Northern Ireland compares unfavourably with other UK regions in relation to
casualty rates per 100,000 population. Based on the 2007 KSI casualty figures
the rate for Northern Ireland stands at 68.8, compared with figures of 52.3,
50.5 and 47.1 for England, Scotland and Wales respectively2.

During 2007 there were 5,990 injury road traffic collisions reported to the
police resulting in 113 fatalities, 1,097 people seriously injured and 8,226
people slightly injured*.

Drivers of motor vehicles remained the largest casualty class killed or
seriously injured.

Excessive speed having regard to conditions also remained the single largest
causation factor for killed or seriously injured casualties in 2007 accounting
for 17.6% of KSI collisions and 20.9% of KSI casualties. A rise of 17.7% was
seen in the number of injury collisions due to alcohol/drugs – driver/rider in
2007 from the figure in 2006.

Detailed tables for 2007 and tables containing casualty trends from 1998 – 2007 are
included in appendices to the report.
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* There was an increase of 6.4% on the number of injury collisions recorded in 2006. This was
due to an increase in the number of slight injury collisions and is more likely the result of
improved recording practices within the PSNI following the introduction of a new integrated
IT system in April 2007.

2 GB and NI rates are calculated using 2007 mid-year population estimates.
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2.0 CASUALTIES
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Casualties: Key Facts 2007

•
There were 113 fatalities, 1,097 people seriously injured and 8,226 people
slightly injured in 2007.

•
The number of fatalities has decreased by 10.3% from 126 in 2006 to 113 in
2007.

•
The number of KSI casualties has reduced by 9.5% from 1,337 in 2006 to 1,210
in 2007.

• Four fifths (79.6%) of the fatalities on Northern Ireland roads were male.

• Almost half (48.5%) of all KSI casualties were aged between 16 and 34.

•
Over two fifths (44.8%) of the pedestrians killed or seriously injured were under
25 years of age.

•
The most common single cause of KSI casualties was excessive speed having
regard to conditions (20.9%).
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3.4     When do fatal and serious collisions occur?

Taking the week as a whole, the majority of fatal and serious collisions
(67.0%) occurred between 8am and 8pm when traffic density is at its highest,
with a peak between 5pm and 6pm (8.4%).  

There were obvious contrasts between the pattern of collisions at weekends
and during the working week. From Monday to Friday two distinct peaks can
be seen at rush hour periods in the morning and evening. Of all fatal and
serious collisions between Monday and Friday, 18.7% occurred between 7am
and 10am compared to 5.7% on Saturday or Sunday. 

Between 5pm and 7pm on Monday to Friday, 19.1% of fatal and serious
collisions occurred compared to 10.4% on Saturday or Sunday. 

However at weekends there was a greater tendency for fatal and serious
collisions to occur early in the morning with around one in six (16.5%) of
weekend collisions occurring between midnight and 4am compared to 5.7%
on weekdays. 

Two-fifths (40.0%) of fatal collisions and one-third (33.5%) of fatal and serious
collisions occur on Saturday or Sunday (Appendix 1:Table 13a)
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Figure 13: Number of weekday fatal and serious collisions by hour, 2007
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Figure 13a: Number of weekend fatal and serious collisions by hour, 2007
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Another way of illustrating the variation in collisions by time of day and day of week
is shown below – 

Figure 13b: Fatal and serious collisions by time of day, 2007

In terms of collisions involving child KSI casualties, the peak hours on
weekdays were between 3pm and 7pm when over half (53.6%) of all
weekday fatal and serious collisions involving child casualties took place
(Appendix 1: Table13c). Of all fatal and serious collisions involving child KSI
casualties 18.5% took place on a Saturday and a further 18.5% on a
Wednesday. December was the month with the greatest proportion of such
collisions (16.3%) (Appendix 1: Table 13d).
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3.5 Responsibility for fatal and serious collisions

In 2007, over three-quarters (77.8%) of fatal and serious injury road traffic
collisions and 81.2% of KSI casualties were primarily attributable to
driver/rider behaviour. (Appendix 1:Table 9)

3.5.1 Driver / Rider 

In fatal and serious collisions for which drivers/riders were primarily
responsible, excessive speed having regard to conditions was the principal
cause of 166 collisions. This factor resulted in 32 fatalities and 221 seriously
injured casualties.

Alcohol/drugs – driver/rider was the main cause of 95 fatal and serious
collisions, resulting in 18 fatalities and 113 seriously injured casualties.

Inattention or attention diverted is also a major factor in fatal and serious
collisions. It was the primary cause of 82 fatal and serious collisions in 2007.
This factor resulted in 9 fatalities and 96 seriously injured casualties.

In fatal and serious collisions where drivers/riders were responsible,
drivers/riders aged 17 - 24 were responsible for 33.0% of these collisions and
25 - 34 year olds for a further 21.1%. 

3.5.2 Pedestrians 

Approximately one in eight (11.8%) fatal and serious collisions in 2007 were
primarily attributable to pedestrians. Pedestrian heedless of traffic was the
principal factor in 43.2% (48) of these collisions and resulted in 6 fatalities
and 43 seriously injured casualties. 

The consumption of alcohol or drugs by pedestrians was also a major cause
of fatal and serious collisions. This resulted in 25 fatal and serious collisions
with 4 fatalities and 22 seriously injured casualties. 

Walking/running onto carriageway – not crossing was the principal factor in a
further 17 fatal and serious collisions for which pedestrians were responsible,
resulting in 17 seriously injured casualties.

3.5.3 Responsibility for road traffic collisions involving children

A large proportion of the 92 fatal and serious collisions involving child KSI
casualties were caused by pedestrians (47.8%). The most common cause of
these collisions was pedestrians heedless of traffic (36.4%) followed by
walking / running onto carriageway – not crossing (31.8%).

Behaviour of drivers / riders accounted for 44.6% of fatal and serious
collisions involving child KSI casualties. The most common causes of KSI
collisions involving child KSI casualties for which drivers/riders were
responsible were excessive speed having regard to conditions (31.7%) and
inattention or attention diverted (24.4%) (Appendix 1:Table 14).
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3.5.4 Driving Licence type

In total, there were 1,576 drivers involved in fatal and serious collisions
during 2007.

The vast majority of these drivers (1,172, 74.4%) had an unrestricted driving
licence. Of these, 43.2% were deemed responsible for the fatal or serious
collision they were involved in.

Of the 39 drivers without a licence involved in a fatal and serious collision (37,
94.9%) were deemed responsible for the collision.
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Figure 14: Number of driver/riders responsible for KSI collisions by driver type, 2007

Unknown L 
driver

R 
driver Unrestricted No 

licence Other Total

N % N % N % N % N % N % N %

Driver/rider not 
responsible for 

collision
65 40.1 27 45 41 41 666 56.8 2 5.1 17 39.5 818 51.9

Driver/rider 
responsible for 

collision
97 59.9 33 55 59 59 506 43.2 37 94.9 26 60.5 758 48.1

Total 162 100 60 100 100 100 1172 100 39 100 43 100 1576 100
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3.6 Type of vehicles involved in injury road traffic collisions 

When looking at the types of vehicles involved, cars formed the largest group with
9,020 (80.9%) involved in injury road traffic collisions. This was followed by goods
vehicles 1,028 (9.2%), motorcycles 474 (4.3%) and buses/coaches 200 (1.8%).
When the collision rate per 1,000 licensed vehicles4 is analysed, hackney taxis (38
per 1,000) have the highest collision rate followed by buses/coaches (33 per 1,000).
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4 Northern Ireland Transport Statistics Annual 2007-08 publication: Table 1.7 Vehicles licensed
currently licensed by body type: 2003-2007

Figure 15: Number of vehicles involved in injury road traffic collisions: 2007

Fatal 
Collision

Serious 
Collision

Slight 
Collision Total % 

share

Collision rate 
per 1,000 
licensed 

vehicles by 
body type

Motorcycle 27 131 316 474 4.3 15

Hackney taxi 0 2 25 27 0.2 38

Car 112 1046 7862 9020 80.9 11

Goods Vehicles 32 138 858 1028 9.2 9

Buses/Coaches 3 18 179 200 1.8 33

Agricultural Vehicles 5 13 70 88 0.8 5

Other Vehicles 3 46 261 310 2.8 ----

Total 182 1394 9571 11147 100 ----
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3.7 Single vehicle collisions

During 2007, there were 802 single vehicle collisions accounting for 13.4% of
collisions. The proportion of single vehicle collisions was noticeably higher
among fatal (24.8%) and serious collisions (23.4%) compared with slight
injury collisions (11.5%) (Appendix 1: Table 15). 

The most common causation factor for all single vehicle collisions occurring
during 2007, was excessive speed having regard to conditions (187, 23.3%)
followed by consumption of alcohol or drugs by drivers or riders (127,
15.8%) and inattention or attention diverted (83, 10.3%).

In terms of fatal and serious single vehicle collisions, almost half (49.1%) of
the drivers involved were aged 17 – 24 and a further 19.8% were aged 25 –
34.

3.8      Road and weather conditions

In 2007, as in previous years, the majority (70.9%) of fatal and serious injury
road traffic collisions occurred when the weather was fine. Over one fifth
(23.4%) of fatal and serious collisions occurred when it was raining. Only a
very small proportion (1.2%) of fatal and serious collisions occurred when
there was frost or ice on the road surface. (Appendix 1: Table 16).
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Pedal cyclists: Drivers/riders of pedal cycles. Includes children riding toy cycles
on the carriageway and the first rider of a tandem.

Passengers: Occupants of vehicles other than the driver or rider. Passengers
of hackneys, cars, motor caravans, LGVs, HGVs, cars used as
taxis, minibuses, buses and pedal cycles

Pillion passengers: Passenger on a moped or motorcycle

Other road users: Drivers and passengers of invalid/3 wheelers, tractors, ridden
horses, other motor vehicles and other non motor vehicles.

Pedestrians: Include:
• Children on scooters, roller skates or skateboards;
• Children riding toy cycles on the footpath;
• Persons pushing bicycles or other vehicles or operating

pedestrian-controlled vehicles;
• Persons leading or herding animals;
• Occupants of prams or wheelchairs;
• People who alight safely from vehicles and are subsequently

injured;
• Persons pushing or pulling a vehicle;
• Persons other than cyclists holding on to the back of a

moving vehicle.
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