FREEDOM OF INFORMATION REQUEST
Request Number:

F-2009-00066

Keyword:

Organisational Information/Governance

Subject:

WOODBOURNE PSNI STATION

Request and Answer:

This is to inform you that the Police Service of Northern Ireland has now completed its search for the information you
requested. The decision has been taken to disclose the located information to you in full.
Question 1: What did it cost over the last two financial years to run and maintain Woodbourne PSNI Barracks?
Answer: Estate Services costs 06/07 - £ 191,022 and 07/08 - £ 212,321
Question 2: What are the projected costs to run and maintain Woodbourne PSNI Barracks for this current financial year?
Answer: Projected costs current year, i.e. 08/09 are £ 223,412.81
Question 3: Over the last 2 years how many members of the public have contacted or used Woodbourne PSNI
Barracks?
Answer: There is no method of ascertaining how many members of the public have contacted or used Woodbourne
Police station during the past 2 years, as this would incorporate persons phoning in with queries, persons signing bail,
lost and found and also reporting crimes. No mechanism exists to capture this figure
Question 4: What is the overall size of Woodbourne PSNI Barracks and what services are provided there to the public?
Answer: Overall size – 1.06 hectares site size 2953 sq metres – gross external area of buildings. Woodbourne is an
operational station, which has response officers, and Neighbourhood officers attached to it providing a 24 / 7 service to
the local community. There are also Station duty officers who greet members of the public and take telephone queries.
The station also houses the Youth Diversion officers for the District and civilian typists.
Question 5: What is the future plans for Woodbourne PSNI Station?
Answer: Woodbourne is an operational station, which has response officers, and Neighbourhood officers attached to it
providing a 24 / 7 service to the local community. Having officers based at Woodbourne is a key part of our
Neighbourhood Policing Strategy - in that West Belfast is divided into two areas, each under the Command of a Chief
Inspector. The officers who are based in Woodbourne patrol and respond to calls in that area as opposed to having to
travel throughout the whole of West Belfast.
Question 6: Have the PSNI conducted any comparison research with a similar sized city to Belfast (such as
Manchester) in regards to police service resources, personnel and running costs on an annual basis? If this research has
been carried out I would like to request and copy of the research report.

Answer: Estate Services has not conducted any comparison research with a similar sizes city, in relation to estates costs
If you have any queries regarding your request or the decision please do not hesitate to contact me on 028 9070 0164.
When contacting the Freedom of Information Team, please quote the reference number listed at the beginning of this
email.
If you are dissatisfied in any way with the handling of your request, you have the right to request a review. You should do
this as soon as possible, or in any case within two months of the date of issue of this letter. In the event that you require a
review to be undertaken, you can do so by writing to the Head of Freedom of Information, PSNI Headquarters, 65 Knock
Road, Belfast, BT5 6LE or by emailing FOI@psni.pnn.police.uk
If following an internal review, carried out by an independent decision maker, you were to remain dissatisfied in any way
with the handling of the request you may make a complaint, under Section 50 of the Freedom of Information Act, to the
Information Commissioner’s Office and ask that they investigate whether the PSNI has complied with the terms of the
Freedom of Information Act. You can write to the Information Commissioner at Information Commissioner’s Office,
Wycliffe House, Water Lane, Wilmslow, Cheshire, SK9 5AF. In most circumstances the Information Commissioner will
not investigate a complaint unless an internal review procedure has been carried out, however the Commissioner has the
option to investigate the matter at his discretion.
Please be advised that PSNI replies under Freedom of Information may be released into the public domain via our
website @ http://www.psni.police.uk/
Personal details in respect of your request have, where applicable, been removed to protect confidentiality.

