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Request Number:
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Subject:
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Request and Answer:

This is an information request under the Environmental Information Regulations 2004, pertaining to
participation by the PSNI on the Department for Communities’ Safety Technical Group (STG)
deliberations on the proposed redevelopment of Casement Park.
The information I am seeking is as follows:
Request 1
The minutes of meetings of the Safety Technical Group in the period since October 2016.
Request 2
Opinions expressed and/or comments made by the PSNI, via written note, email, etc., on:
•
The GAA’s plans for the redevelopment of Casement Park which were issued in October 2016,
including communications to and from other emergency services (NIAS and NIFRS) and the
Department for Communities’ Safety Technical Group.
•

Minutes of meetings of the Safety Technical Group in the period since October 2016.

•
The report made by the Movement Consultant (AECOM) appointed by the Department for
Communities, including any interim or progress reports, the Final report dated 16 August 2017 and
the amended version dated 20 September 2017 and the presentation to the STG meeting dated 29
August 2017 (those dates are taken from the Revision History at page 2 of the attached AECOM
report).
Answers
I can confirm that the Police Service of Northern Ireland does hold information to which your request
relates to. PSNI considers that your request falls within the scope of the Environmental Information
Regulations 2004 (‘EIR’s’) as the information you have requested relates to ‘environmental
information’ as defined by those Regulations. PSNI is providing you with some of the information
falling within the scope of your request but considers that much of the information to be exempt
under the ‘exceptions’ set out in EIR’s’. The information which can be disclosed is attached to this
response, subject to the appropriate redactions were necessary.
In addition please find the link provided below to the PSNI – Disclosure Logs – which will provide
information relevant to your request and is already in the public domain regarding Casement Park.

https://www.psni.police.uk/globalassets/advice--information/our-publications/disclosurelogs/2017/organisational-information/07032018/casement-park-stg-minutes.pdf

Whilst we have set out our rationale as to why these exceptions apply below a full copy of the EIRs
can be accessed via the following link:

http://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2004/3391/contents/made
The EIRs provide the public with access to environmental information held by public authorities
including PSNI. They also contain ‘exceptions’ that allow PSNI to refuse to provide requested
information. Some of the exceptions relate to categories of information, for example, unfinished
documents, internal communications and personal data. Others are based on the harm that would
arise from disclosure. Under the Regulations, most exceptions are subject to the public interest test
and require PSNI to balance the public interest arguments for disclosing the information against
those for upholding the exception. Under Regulation 14 (1) of the EIRs PSNI must explain to you why
it considers an exception applies.

In reviewing the material in relation to your questions under the Code of Practice issued under
Regulation 16 of the EIRs PSNI consulted with the Department for Communities (previously known
as Department of Culture Arts and Leisure ‘DCAL’). As you will be aware their Department are the
public body with primary responsibility for the Casement Park redevelopment project.
PSNI took into the account the views provided by Department for Communities in considering this
response and considered that exceptions within the EIRs applied to some of the requested
information and provided PSNI with their views as to why these exceptions were engaged under EIR
and why the public interest favoured withholding the requested information.
In this case PSNI on consideration of the views put forward by Department for Communities , we
consider that as this information / correspondence relates to papers containing information in the
course of completion as well as internal communications that the following exceptions apply:
Regulation 12(4) For the purposes of paragraph (1) (a) a public authority may refuse to disclose
information to the extent that –
(d) the request relates to material which is still in the course of completion, to unfinished documents
or to incomplete data
(e) the request involves the disclosure of internal communications.
12(5)(a) - To protect public safety
12(4) (d) (e) and 12 (5) (a) and all are subject to the public interest test.
12 (3) – To the extent that the information requested includes personal data of which the applicant is
not the data subject , the personal data shall not be disclosed otherwise than in accordance with
Regulation 13

Regulation 12(3) To the extent that the information requested includes personal data of which the
applicant is not the data subject, the personal data shall not be disclosed otherwise than in
accordance with regulation 13. This exception is not subject to public interest test and refers to the
redactions applied to the documents attached. PSNI considers the information redacted under this

exception is personal data which identifies individuals who would not have a reasonable expectation
that their personal information would be released into the public domain. It is therefore likely to be
‘unfair’ under the first data protection principle to release this information and therefore would be a
breach of the Data Protection Act.
The names contained within the correspondence have redacted under Regulation 12 (3) – personal
data for the reasons as outlined below.

The public interest factors the PSNI took into account in regard to these exceptions were as follows:
Factors favouring disclosure under Regulation 12(4)(d)
The PSNI is aware that there is a current public debate into the development of the Casement Park
project. Release of the requested information could lead to a better informed public and would show
transparency and accountability on the part of the PSNI and their role within the redevelopment of
Casement Park.
Factors favouring non-disclosure under Regulation 12(4)(d)
At this stage there is correspondence contained which is still in ‘draft’ format and therefore
constitutes ‘material in the course of completion’. This information is still being considered and part of
the ongoing work and engagement of PSNI with Department for Communities. There is also a public
interest in maintaining a safe space at this stage to ensure the integrity of the decision making
process around Casement Park is protected to ensure those bodies who contribute to its
development can speak freely and frankly and engage with one another as a part of the process of
deliberation at this time.
Factors favouring disclosure under Regulation 12(4)(e)
Like the exception above, PSNI is aware there is a current public debate into the development of the
Casement Park project. Release of the requested information could lead to a better informed public
and would show the transparency and accountability on the part of the PSNI and their role within the
redevelopment of Casement Park.
Factors favouring non-disclosure under Regulation 12(4)(e)
All of the correspondence relates to a live and ongoing project and thus constitutes ‘material in the
course of completion’. Authorities need to be able to discuss the merits of proposals and the
implications of decisions internally and be given a safe space to consider all of the options fully and
frankly. It allows authorities to have a space to consider decisions and weigh up best options. This
exception protects internal decision-making processes rather than protecting unfinished work and it
applies to completed documents within the correspondence.
Factors favouring disclosure under Regulation 12(5)(a)
The PSNI is aware that there is a current public debate into the development of the Casement Park
project. Release of the requested information could lead to a better informed public and would show
transparency and accountability on the part of the PSNI and their role within the redevelopment of
Casement Park.
Factors favouring non-disclosure under Regulation 12(5)(a)
There is a strong public interest in safeguarding detailed proposed security measures which
contribute to, the protection of the public. Disclosure of this information would provide anyone
seeking to breach the security measures with the knowledge of what those measures are and how
they may be circumvented. There is no public interest in providing information that would facilitate or
even simplify such an attack. The disclosure of information which may provide a clue to a defensive
measure, even where that measure is not specifically identified, has the potential to cause the effects
outlined above if it were to be aggregated with other additional and related information. Material that
relates to public safety could put at risk infrastructure and agencies engaged in ensuring the public
are kept safe.

Decision
Whilst there is a public interest in the redevelopment of Casement Park, and a public interest in good
decision-making by public bodies including ensuring the best use of public and environmental
resources, PSNI considers that the weight of public interest and the timing of this request favours
withholding the information you have requested. It is acknowledged by PSNI that as discussions
progress and events and deliberations move forward, the need to protect is not as strong and this
information if requested at a future date may no longer be exempt.
Therefore in conclusion I have considered the public interest at the time of your request in
maintaining the exception outweighs the public interest in disclosing the information for the reasons
outlined above. The information which can be disclosed is at the end of this correspondence and is
subject to the appropriate redactions were necessary as outlined above.

If you have any queries regarding your request or the decision please do not hesitate to contact me
on 028 9070 0164. When contacting the Freedom of Information Team, please quote the reference
number listed at the beginning of this letter.
If you are dissatisfied in any way with the handling of your request, you have the right to request a
review. You should do this as soon as possible or in any case within two months of the date of issue
of this letter. In the event that you require a review to be undertaken, you can do so by writing to the
Head of Freedom of Information, PSNI Headquarters, 65 Knock Road, Belfast, BT5 6LE or by
emailing foi@psni.pnn.police.uk.
If following an internal review, carried out by an independent decision maker, you were to remain
dissatisfied in any way with the handling of the request you may make a complaint, under Section 50
of the Freedom of Information Act, to the Information Commissioner’s Office and ask that they
investigate whether the PSNI has complied with the terms of the Freedom of Information Act. You
can write to the Information Commissioner at Information Commissioner’s Office, Wycliffe House,
Water Lane, Wilmslow, Cheshire, SK9 5AF. In most circumstances the Information Commissioner
will not investigate a complaint unless an internal review procedure has been carried out, however
the Commissioner has the option to investigate the matter at his discretion.
Please be advised that PSNI replies under Freedom of Information may be released into the public
domain via our website @ www.psni.police.uk
Personal details in respect of your request have, where applicable, been removed to protect
confidentiality.

