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Nesting sites

Breeding birds build their nests in a variety of
places including our gardens and parks, in
hedgerows and woodlands, along river banks and
lough shores, on the sides of houses and inside
farm buildings. Nests can turn up anywhere!

Everyone can play a part to help breeding birds by
taking simple steps to ensure nest sites aren’t
disturbed or destroyed.

The breeding season is
a sensitive time for birds
as they can be easily
disturbed and are at risk
of predation. The adults,
nests, eggs and chicks
are all protected to help
ensure that chicks
fledge successfully.
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What can | do to help?

PAW NI advises people avoid cutting or clearing
hedges, trees or dense vegetation during the
spring and summer months, as this is the time of
year when you are most at risk of disturbing nest
sites. Pruning is best done in late winter after
flowering and fruiting has taken place. This doesn’t
just leave nest sites undisturbed but also maintains
food availability during the breeding season, when
the birds need it most. If you discover birds
nesting, PAW NI advises you simply leave them
alone, as the birds will only be there temporarily.
You can contact the Northern Ireland Environment
Agency (NIEA) if you have any concerns about
public health and safety.

In the garden...
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On the farm...

Yellowhammers nest near
the ground in hedges,
amongst scrub and in
ditches. They are one of
our most threatened farm-
land birds, with a core
population in County
Down. They can have up
to three broods from April
to the end of September.

Under the eaves...

Robins are a common
garden bird and breed
from March to the end of
July. They can be found
nesting in trees, hedges,
stone walls, outhouses
and even in plant pots!
Robins can raise up to
three broods of chicks
each year.
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Foraging adult yellowhammer- %
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House martins migrate
thousands of miles from

.. Africa to breed here.
_When they arrive they use

mud to build bowl-shaped
nests, typically under the

< eaves of houses and out-
~ buildings. They will reuse

old sites or build new nests and raise up to three
broods of chicks from late April until early October.

Legal protection for breeding birds

The Wildlife (NI) Order 1985 protects all wild birds
from unlawful killing or injury. The Wildlife Order
makes it an offence to intentionally or recklessly:

o kill, injure or take any wild bird

o take, damage, destroy or disturb a nest whilst
it is being built or is in use

o at any other time take, damage or destroy the
nest of any wild bird on Schedule A1*

o obstruct or prevent any wild bird from using
its nest

. take or destroy the egg of any wild bird

. disturb any wild bird whilst it is in, on or near
a nest containing eggs or young

. disturb dependent young of such a bird.

Some wild birds are more vulnerable than others
and an offence against these birds receives a
higher penalty of prosecution. These birds are
listed as Schedule 1 on the Wildlife Order and
include grey heron, curlew and yellowhammer.

*In 2011 the Wildlife and Natural Environment Act
2011 (WANE) strengthened the Wildlife Order by
adding species to Schedule 1 and creating
Schedule A1, which provides year round nest
protection for some birds of prey including barn owl
and peregrine falcon. ~
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Red kite nests are Schedule
A1 meaning they are
protected all year.



