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PAR];NERSHIP FORACTION I}GAlNST
wildlife crime

Northern Ireland

@& { CRIMESTOPPERS
10800 555 111

Call anonymously with information about crime

uk|National Wildlife
Crime Unit
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The Partnership for Action Against Wildlife Crime
(PAW) Is a body comprising representatives of
government agencies and non-government
organisations Involved In wildlife crime and
enforcement in the UK. It provides opportunities
for people with a range of skills and experience to
work together to combat and reduce wildlife crime
by raising awareness and promoting effective
enforcement.

Birds of prey (‘raptors’) are predators at the top of
the food chain and are an important component of
our ecosystem. They are also important indicators
of the general state of our biodiversity and health
of our environment. Birds of prey are extremely
sensitive to many environmental changes in our
ecosystem and can indicate when something Is
wrong with our environment and when we need to
take action.

Wildlife crime against birds of prey remains a
significant threat to the conservation of a number
of species In the UK and Ireland. Populations of
birds of prey are particularly vulnerable to wildlife
crime due largely to their slow reproductive rates;
that 1s when birds are killed they are only slowly
replaced In the overall population. Persistent
killing of birds of prey can therefore result in local
population extinctions, and If carried out more
widely, In regional and national extinctions.

1ne Law

The Police Service of Northern Ireland (PSNI) are
responsible for investigating a possible breach of
the Wildlife (Northern Ireland) Order 1985 and the
Wildlife and Natural Environment Act (Northern
Ireland) 2011 legislation.

and CrliMme AIAST BIFAS OfF FIEy

It is against the law to intentionally or recklessly: *

C Kill, injure or take any wild bird
_ Take or destroy wild bird eggs

_ Take, damage or destroy a nest of a wild bird
whilst it is in use or being built

(" Disturb a wild bird when it is building a nest or
IS IN, on or near a nest containing eggs or
young or disturb dependent young.

. Obstruct or prevent any wild bird from using its
nest or roost site

L Take, damage or destroy a nest of a Golden
Eagle, White-tailed Eagle, Osprey, Barn Owl,
Peregrine or Red Kite at any time of the year.

These acts of persecution may be subject to
custodial -sentences or fines (up to £5,000 per
offence) If carried out against any bird of prey In
Northern Ireland.

It is likely that the victims of wildlife crime that are
found each year are only a very small proportion
of the actual deaths and these crimes may be
under-reported. [hat is why we need the public to
remain vigilant and to report any suspected
wildlife crimes.

The most common crimes committed against
raptors are poisoning, trapplng and shooting. The
setting of poison baits in the open is illegal
because it i$ indiscriminate and has the potential
to kill many birds of prey as well as other wildlife,
pets and livestock and/or people.

B L Thgt L
\ " | ihd

VWhe Report i

In Northern Ireland if you suspect a wildlife crime
has taken place contact PSNI on 101 with the
foJ low mg, d._"_- '1$ if possible:

aln YOU DO«

;'_-"spect a wildlife crime
St actlwty location, date and time

¢ Desqftion of the person(s) involved

. Vehicle registration number, colour, model

. Whether there has been a use of firearms
Always ask for and retain a ‘Police Command and
Control (C&C) Reference Number and record the
date on which you have made the report.
Alternatively If you suspect a wildlife crime and

wish to provide information anonymously contact
the Crimestoppers charity on 0800 555 111.
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