FREEDOM OF INFORMATION REQUEST
Request Number:

F-2009-00891

Keyword:

Operational Policing

Subject:

MINUTES OF 'PACT' MEETINGS - CARRYDUFF, CASTLEREAGH & DUNDONALD

Request and Answer:
This is to inform you that the Police Service of Northern Ireland has now completed its search for the information you
requested and has provided the following:
Question 1
I request copies of all minutes and documents in relation to both consultation locally in respect of Neighbourhood Policing
within the area, and copies of minutes and documents of a number of preliminary meetings aimed at establishing a PACT
structure (Partners and Communities Together) in each of the 3 neighbourhood areas.
Question 2
Please supply me with full details of your now finalised geographic sectors, neighbourhood and beat areas including the
number of personnel to be attached to each area.
Answer
Please refer to the attached minutes of the Community Police Liaison Committee PDF documents 0000002096 – 2098,
PACT 60 document 02123pdf. Also included is PDF document 0000002122 in relation to resource levels and PACT
information and a map outlining the geographic sectors. A form of consultation did take place with various
community groups but these were on an informal basis and no minutes or details of those in attendance were recorded.
Information in relation to persons names have been exempted under section 40(2) Personal Information and section
38(1)(a)(b) Health & Safety.
Details of the three neighbourhood teams along with other PACT documents can be accessed via the PSNI web site
provided for your information.
http://www.psni.police.uk/ and search for PACT 60.
http://www.psni.police.uk/index/c-district/castlereagh.htm
Section 17 of the FOIA requires the PSNI when refusing to provide information because the information is exempt, to
provide you, the applicant, with a notice that
a) States that fact
b) Specifies the exemption in question and
c) States why the exemption applies.
Section 38 Health and Safety - it discloses names of CPLC members
Section 40(2) Personal Information - it discloses names.
Section 40(2) is an absolute exemption and neither a Harm nor Public Interest Test is necessary.

The information you have requested includes personal data of which you are not the subject and the information falls
within paragraphs (a) to (d) of the definition of 'data' in Section 1(1) of the Data Protection Act 1998 and disclosure of the
information to a member of the public otherwise than under this Act would contravene data protection principles. The data
protection rights of a third party would be breached by disclosure, therefore Section 40(2) is an absolute exemption and a
Public Interest Test is not necessary.
All requests made under FOIA are applicant blind. A request must be treated as such and a public authority will always
view any disclosure as into the public domain. Thus the PSNI must be satisfied that any release of information will be
potentially available to the general public. It is therefore on this basis that the following is very relevant.
The first element of this exemption is engaged if the information requested constitutes personal data and is made by the
data subject. The information will be covered by section 40(1) and the request will be dealt with under section 7 of the
Data Protection Act 1998, rights of access.
The second element of this exemption is engaged if the personal data is about someone other than the applicant. Where
someone makes an application for information other than the data subject, disclosure of that information will often
constitute a breach of the Data Protection Act covered by section 40(2).
Personal Data is regulated under the principles of the Data Protection Act 1998 and when information contains personal
data about a third party it can only be refused if disclosure would breach any of the data protection principles.
Any disclosure under FOIA is a public disclosure and release of the identity of an individual would breach principles 1 & 2
of the Data Protection Act 1998.
Section 38 is a Prejudiced-based, Qualified exemptions, therefore the Public Authority has a responsibility to evidence
the harm and the Public Interest Test. Please refer to the Harm and Public Interest Tests outlined below.

HARM TEST
By releasing the names of individuals who are members of, or contributed to CPLC meetings in relation to policing
issues, there is potential for persons to be wrongly identified as being employed by the Service, which could ultimately
endanger the physical or mental health of an individual and / or their families. Releasing names would identify members
of the public who, whilst trying to contribute to the policing of their communities and to the Police Service of Northern
Ireland in general, would leave them vulnerable to attack by certain elements in the community. This danger not only
relates to the particular individual, but also to his / her family. It is obvious that there are certain elements within the
community who specifically seek out information that would identify individuals involved in the policing issue with the view
to stopping their participation in partnerships between the PSNI and their communities. Releasing such information
identifying CPLC members or participants in the debate also has a detrimental effect on future potential CPLC members /
contributors, as individuals would perhaps decide not to join the committee, other partnerships or indeed just participate
in the policing issue, as they would feel their security would at some future stage, be compromised by the release of
identifying data. Policing is a partnership and to lose the contribution from the community it serves would invariably have
a detrimental effect in policing as a whole.

Public Interest Test

Factors Favouring Disclosure
The PSNI cannot establish any factors that would favour disclosure.
Factors Favouring Non Disclosure
Efficient and Effective Conduct of the service
The role of the CPLC and PSNI in that particular area could be compromised by the disclosure of the information as
current or future CPLC members / contributors would feel that their details may be released into the public domain at
anytime, thus, causing them concerns over their safety. This could lead to current members resigning, or prevent
persons from wanting to participate with the PSNI, as they would feel that their details could or would be released thus
jeopardising their safety and well being.

Public Safety
Disclosure of the personal data of CPLC members / contributors would not be in the interest of public safety. The
members / contributors and general public could suffer physical and / or mental harm by being innocently caught in any
incident carried out by elements of the community intent on causing harm to anyone who assists the PSNI in being an
effective and professional police service.

Human Rights - The Public Interest cannot be served if disclosure breaches the obligations placed on an authority under
the European Convention on Human Rights, particularly, Article 2 - The right to life and Article 8 - The right to respect for
private and family life. This principle applies to a wide range of individuals ranging from the individual, his / her family, and
the wider community. It also has a bearing on Protocol 1 Article 1 Protection of Property where everyone is entitled to the
peaceful enjoyment of his possessions.

Balancing Test

After considering all factors in relation to this request, it falls on the PSNI to conduct a balancing test on the issues. In
this case, the factors favouring non-disclosure in relation to the releasing of names of CPLC members / contributors far
outweigh those favouring disclosure at this time. As a release under the Freedom of Information Act is a release into the
public domain and not to an individual, releasing identities of CPLC members/contributors and operational strengths
could endanger officers and the public alike, especially in light of the recent attacks on the security services. The PSNI
has decided not to disclose the information as it has a duty to protect CPLC members and the general public.
If you have any queries regarding your request or the decision please do not hesitate to contact me on 028 9070 0164.
When contacting the Freedom of Information Team, please quote the reference number listed at the beginning of this
letter.
If you are dissatisfied in any way with the handling of your request, you have the right to request a review. You should do
this as soon as possible, or in any case within two months of the date of issue of this letter. In the event that you require a
review to be undertaken, you can do so by writing to the Head of Freedom of Information, PSNI Headquarters, 65 Knock
Road, Belfast, BT5 6LE or by emailing foi@psni.pnn.police.uk.
If following an internal review, carried out by an independent decision maker, you were to remain dissatisfied in any way
with the handling of the request you may make a complaint, under Section 50 of the Freedom of Information Act, to the
Information Commissioner’s Office and ask that they investigate whether the PSNI has complied with the terms of the
Freedom of Information Act. You can write to the Information Commissioner at Information Commissioner’s Office,
Wycliffe House, Water Lane, Wilmslow, Cheshire, SK9 5AF. In most circumstances the Information Commissioner will
not investigate a complaint unless an internal review procedure has been carried out, however the Commissioner has the
option to investigate the matter at his discretion.
Please be advised that PSNI replies under Freedom of Information may be released into the public domain via our
website @ www.psni.police.uk
Personal details in respect of your request have, where applicable, been removed to protect confidentiality.

